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wood, metal, cardboard, etc., in the workshops which form part
of every technicum. Teaching practice takes up 30 per cent to
40 per cent of the course (beginning in the second year). Every
technicum has laboratories for the sciences, and often an agricul-
tural plot for agronomics, particularly those which train teachers
for rural areas.
Teachers for both kinds of secondary schools receive four
years' training in a pedagogical institute. This is equivalent to a
university course. Hitherto every applicant to an institute had
to complete three years' teaching before admission. With the
longer preparatory course this is being dropped. No one un-
untrained in pedagogy, psychology, or child study can be
accepted in these schools. As so often happens in the U.S.S.R.,
practice lags behind theory. Owing to the rapid increase in both
types of secondary schools, it has not been possible for every
teacher to receive a university training. The best teachers from
elementary schools are taken without this training where the
need is urgent and placed in the secondary schools. These are
given all facilities to obtain this training, and it is hoped that
by 1937 the regulation regarding university qualifications will
apply over the whole Union.
The course of study in a pedagogical institute includes political
economy, history of the Communist Party, physiology, elemen-
tary manual work in the workshop, a foreign language, physical
culture, and military education, besides the general subjects in
which the teacher will specialise. Teaching practice begins in the
third year. The length of the period varies between a third and
an eighth of the time. The student is attached to one particular
school, and given one problem on which to work under the
supervision of an assistant professor. He begins by observation,
which has to be completed by a written analysis of what he has
seen and a report of his impressions. In the second stage he
gives a lesson, the plan of which he must prepare for his super-
visor, showing every stage in detail. The lesson is then given in
the presence of the supervisor, class teacher, and other students,
all of whom will meet after the lesson for criticism. During